
Eurofl Vies P ate n tarn t 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




@ Publication number : 0 589 723 A3 
EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



@ Application number : 93307603.6 
@ Date of filing : 24.09.93 



<§) int ci. 5 : G07B 17/02, G07B 17/04 



@ Priority : 25.09.92 US 952071 

© Date of publication of application : 

30.03.94 Bulletin 94/13 

@ Designated Contracting States : 
CH DE FR GB U 

@ Date of deferred publication of search report : 

10.05.95 Bulletin 95/19 

(n) Applicant : PITNEY BOWES INC. 
World Headquarters 
One Elmcroft 

Stamford Connecticut 06926-0700 (US) 



(72) Inventor : Manduley, Flavio M. 
87 Old Grassy Hill Road 
Woodbury, CT 06798 (US) 
Inventor : Pintsov, Leon A. 
365 Mountain Road 
West Hartford, CT 06107 (US) 

@ Representative : Cook, Anthony John et al 
D. YOUNG & CO. 
21 New Fetter Lane 
London EC4A 1DA (GB) 



CO 

< 

o 
00 
m 



LU 



@ Mail processing system for verifying postage amount 

(57) The method and apparatus for verifying that 
the correct postage has been paid includes a 
mail processing machine which is adapted to 
receive properly oriented mail via a transport 
from a facer apparatus (42). The mail proces- 
sing machine includes a scale (30) for weighing 
a mail piece having postage affixed thereto for 
the purpose of cancelling it with a mark which 
includes the actual postage which should be 
affixed. In a further embodiment other infor- 
mation necessary to calculate the necessary 
postage is obtained by reading the information 
from the mailpiece. Any discrepancies between 
the postage affixed and the amount of postage 
which should actually be paid may be noted at 
acceptance or seen by the carrier as the mail is 
delivered. A batch of mail may be sampled to 
select representative mail pieces in a random 
manner and verified to compare the calculated 
total of postage required based on the sample 
to the postal amount paid for the batch by the 
sender. 
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